% 


Jnne 12. 1888. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Proceed law of Convention at 81. James, Md., Tucaday, 
Mar «. 1888. 

/, Convention opened by singing 312 hy mn.— prayer by A. Cost 
In the absence of Ssc'y. L. P. Groawtckle, Laura E. N. Groas- 
nickie took hie place by request of A***. Seo'y. Z. H. Copp and 
content of con vent Ion . 
Monday'* proceeding* read and approved. 
A. motion waa paeaed to extend a vote of thanks to Secretary 
for full and well prepared minute*. 

J. D. MoFaden suggested that ao me one should make a met! on 
to alve t lie sister'* half an boar to continue the discussion of 
woman's covering. 

Dr. ftelchard moved that half an hour be given exclusively to 
the slater's to discuss the subject. ■ 

Bro. McFaden suggested that the time be limited there was so 
much else to be done. 
Bro. Shaver had hoped that the subject would be dropped. 
Dr. Retobard's motion passed. 

Report of oummittee who had been appointed to suggest a plan 
for raising fund* to support an evangelist. 
1st. That we pay tbe evangelist 1700 per year. 
,) 2nd, That each member pay 2H cents quarterly. 

3rd. The convention is recommended to appoint a board of 
directors to arrange with each congregation for tbe raising of 
money to be paid to an evangelist. 

Bro. McFaden thought $700 not too much and that each mem. 
ber could pay * 1. 00 a year 

Bro. Bowman thought Bro. McFaden 'a view* correct; that 
Bro. Shaver's work will be for tbe cause of Christ and not for 
money. He moved that we adopt the report of committee,— 
motion passed. 

J, D. McFaden thought tbe appointing of a board of directors 
next In order. 

The question "How many director* shall be appointed ?" was 
presented. ' 

Bro. Shaver thought tbe chair should appoint * committee to 
•elect directors, in order to expedite matters. He said he bad not 
thoroughly made up bis mind to accept the evangelistic field. 

Bro. Newcomer thought each church should select its own 
director. 
Bro Retchard moved that the chairman should appoint a com- 
w mittee of five to select directors, and that their decision should 
be final. Motion passed and a committee was appointed. 

The bead coveting waa next discussed. T. J. Fabruey suggest- 
ed that speeches be boiled down so ss not to take up so much 
time. 

Sister Julia Sch indie was sorry and yet glad to say a few words 
on the subject. She conldn't understand why the brethren 
should leave half an hour to the sisters to discuss the subject 
when It Interested them just as much as the sisters. She thought 
not one of the Brethren would go into God's presence with bis 
head covered ; that woman must have Iter head covered to honor 
Christ and to hold him up not for salvation, but for honor to 
Christ ; that she has studied the subject for five years, and has 
read the eleventh chapter of first Corinthians so often, that when 
she takes up her Bible it opens of Its own accord at that chapter. 
She mi wed that Bro. Shaver be allowed to say something on the 
subject. 

Bro. Shaver took the floor but said he didn't wish to participate 
in the discussion but only to say a word of encouragement to the 
. sisters to get up and speak freely their sentiments. 

Bro. McFaden moved that we reconsider the exclusion of the 
brethren from the discussion. Motion passed. 

T. J. Fahrney wanted light nn the subject. A sister asked if 
Cod would not answer prayer with the bead uncovered. 
Sister Schiudel answered that all things are possible with God. 
Bro. Bowman desired an explanation of "We have no such 
custom." 
Sinter So bin del responded. 

Dr. Reloiiard thought we might get light by reading backward : 
that if there be no covering let her be shorn ; that the sister's 
hair when colled on the head forms a covering. 
Bister Schlndel said the chapter should not he read backward. 
Bro. Shaver read from Emphatic Diaglott "If a woman be un- 
veiled, let her hair also be taken off." Bro. Shaver bad no refer- 
ence to the cap when contending for a covering. He thought 
Hint, for a woman to takeoff her hat in public worship would 
be to disobey the laws of etiquette, and thai whatever a woman 
' wears to church may be a proper severing, but for communion 
occasions he favored a veil. 

Bro. Mel' ltd en admitted that this Is a hard question to settle. 
Hediden't know whether Paul was an old bachelor, or an old 
widower wlni wanted to dress the women. Bro, McFaden want- 
ed light. If a woman dies proving, with her head uncovered, 
would she dishonor Christ ? 

Bro, Bowman thought no living man can prove, by King 
James' translation that Paul meant an artifioal covering. He 
read from Corinthians and thought that the hair alone is spoken 
of; that it would be a shame for a woman to wear short hair, or 
for a man to wpar long hair, and make It cover bis bead. 
Slater Annie Etnmert moved that we drop the subject, because 
' ft i» tm possible to settle It. 

Bro. Shaver moved that the subject be dropped unless some 
sister wanted to speak. 

Slater Schlndel asked If the Brethren ever frav with their heads 
covered * Some answered yes, some no. 

Bru. I ic it: hard said he was converted with his head covered 
while out driving. 

Bro McFaden suggested that we go on Into business. Bra. 
Shaver moved that the program be taken up. Motion carried. 

Chairman read a letter from a brother suggesting that tbe con- 
ventton pa- s resolutions appropriate to tbe death of Elder J. 
Qu Inter. 

Bro. Shaver moved that ths Secretary be appointed to draft 
resolutions as suggested. Motion passed. 

Bro Bowman moved that an invitation be extended to Bro. 
J ox it on Long of the German Baptist to take part in the conven- 
tion. Motion passed. 
Chore!) government next discussed. 
Bro. Bowman thought It one of the most important questions 
to be discussed at the convention. We should first learn what 
government means.— that It Is the art of governing, regulating by 
law and authority, and that church government means church 
law*. If law and authority are necessary to government then 
we must have laws from some source, or make our own laws, or 
we cannot have church government. He said the charge* 
•gainst tbe Brethren church a* having no government are false, 
for Gnd gave all authority to the Son and the Son gave u* a law. 
■nd in that law all authority necessary to salvation. 

Christ is a governor for "Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son 
is given, and the government rests upon hi* shoulder*." The 
Got pel Is all the government necessary to salvation in any church. 
IF we teach all things that Christ baa enjoined upon us, we have 
tu* promise that he will be with us unto tbe end of the world. 
We nave but one lawgiver wbo Is able to save or destroy, and 


we can have no laws but Christ's without another law giver. "If 
I or an angel from heaven preached any other Gospel doctrine 
than that which I have preached let him be accused." "Tbe 
Gotpt J t* tbe power of God unto salvation" hence no creed* 
neceaea to salvation. 

Bro. Bowman advocated plainness of drees but thought that 
for a church to prescribe a form of die** for its members would 
be to make auother gospel. If we add to, the plagues will be add- 
ed unto o». He admitted we moat have church role*, but we 
find them in the Gospel. He took the position that we have no 
right at all to throw any one out of the cburoh. Offences come 
under two beads— sins against man, and sins against Qod. The 
wrong committed must be wrong according to the laws nt God, 
not according to roan's opinion, and only when we can prove bv 
the Scriptures that it was a wrong, have we a right to ask from 
tbe offender ■ confession of error V Nearly every case can be 
settled right, without trouble If the wrong -doer be rightly ap- 
proached in love. If be will not bear the church in— not make, 
— to him be unto tftee not unto tbe church, a heathen man and a 
publican. If he will not hear the church lu makes himself a 
heathen man ; the church does not make him to. The object of 
the church in going to an offender is to get the matter right so 
that be cannot make himself a heathen. Christ Is tbe vine, we 
are the branches, the Father Is the husbandman, and be alone 
can cut anv one off from His church. Every man who Is damned, 
damns himself. Dtotrephes loved the preeminence, and threw 
some members out of the church — the only caae on record, — but 
he was reproved for it. Bro. Bowman then asked for any rule in 
tbe Brethren church not found In the Bible or any Bible law not 
observed In the Brethren church, ' Bro. Klnker thought sufficient 
had been said on tbe subject without further diacui-sion, agree. 
ing with Bro. Bowman that every thing needed is found In the 
Bible. 

Bro. McFaden wanted to put his foot on the creeds. Bro. Copp 
endorsed Bro. McFaden's views. 

Bro. Shaver wanted to understand more fully, Bro. Bow. 
man's views, on some points. He thought that we have a right 
to withdraw ourselves from the offender who refuses to hear the 
church. 

Bro. Bowman said he had advanced the same thought and 
wondered If Bro. Shaver hadn't been sleeping a little. 

Bro. read Rom. 8 : 34 to close of chapter, and thought it 

possible to withdraw sometimes from an innocent man. 

Bro. Bowman said there should be full proof of guilt before 
withdrawing. 

Bro. McFaden asked If a man should be thrown out of the 
church for getting drunk -a man wbo desired to do good but Is 
tempted and falls again and again. He thought we should hold 
on to him, and help him, for such is tbe object of the church. 
That with tear* in our eyes and love In our hearts, we should 
throw arms around him and hold him up. 

L>r. Betchard endorsed what Bro. McFaden bad said, a< d 
thought there should be more of such spirit in the church, aud 
that the lack of it had kept him from the church until recently. 

Bro, Bowman moved that we close the discussion, hut Bro. 
Shaverobjected, wanting to learn more. 

Bro. Bowman tried to make bis - meaning clearer, that those 
who fall, we should try to restore. 

Bro. McFaden moved that speeches be limited to five minutes 
and Jt hat no one be permitted to speak twice until all have spoken. 
—Amended by granting more time to tbe opening speech , 

Motion to adjourn, 

MOON SESSION. 


Service* opened by singing hymn j->l. 
College question taken up. 

Bro. Bowman thought that, had it been made clear that there 
would be no trouble In getting a deed for the College, the debt 
would have been paid long ago, but stated that there need be no 
fear now concerning the deed as trustees have been annotated to 
whom tbe deed will be given as soon as tbe debt is paid. He stated 
that there is an indebtedness of 1 10,000 to be raised and asked the 
question whether we, as a congregati n are willing to do our part. 
If the Brethren church raised 110,000 we save the College, if we 
refuse, we lose a College worth $60,000. 

Bro. McFaden moved that a correspondence be held with tbe 
managers of the College to ascertain a correct knowledge of Its 
position financially. 

Bro, Niniuger desired to know whether a response is to be made 
to the letters sent to tbe churches for aid for the College. 

Bro. T. J. Fahrney made some remarks concerning the blank 
sent with the Evangelist a few weeks ago, and thought that 
each person should say what he Is willing to give, and when it Is 
certain we can pay the debt, tbe money could be paid. 

Bro. Shaver didn't like to talk much on a subject be didn't un- 
derstand, and be didn't understand the College question, but 
stated that be bad had a conversation with a brother who said 
that the German Baptists had assumed the debt and now hold the 
College, but will, in consideration of the sum of $20,000, hand the 
deed to the Brethren. 

Bro. Z. H, Copp moved that we take some step to save the Col- 
lege. Bro. John Emmert thought If there Is a debt of only $10,. 
000 there ought to be no trouble to save the College. 

Chairman asked what we lose if we lose the College. 

Bro. Shaver replied that we lose the prestige, we lose the forth- 
coming theological course, and we lose very much, 

Bro, Bowman moved that the chair appoint a committee of five 
to see all the members present and see how many they can get to 
give one dollar a year for ten years. 

Bro. Bhaver objected to the motion and thought each pastor 
should urge the need of giving to tbe College. 

Bro. Bowman thought it right to Attend to the matter at once. 
His motion was carried. 

On motion, tbe vote was reconsidered. 
Bro. Shaver opposed any further solicitation at present, because 
of m> much canvassing already done. 

Bro. Fahrney wanledjto impress it upon the convention that we 
need the College and without It our young people must be edu- 
cated els* where, aud many of them thus te lost to tbe Brethren 
church. 

Bro. Nlnlnger thought tbat tbe difference between tbe brethren 
waa only In the manner in which different ones thought the work 
should be done. 

Bro. Bowman repeated hi* motion that tin. chairman appoint a 
committee of five to see each member of the convention and see 
how many were willing to pay one dollar a year for ten year* ; 
tbis committee also to appoint men to see the member* In each 
congregation of Md. and Va., tbe money to be paid provided tbe 
deed be good . 

Motion not carried. 

Bro. Nlnlnger moved that the churches respond through the 
sTTIf I II Wi 

Bro, Shaver moved tbat the convention recommend tbe dollar 
system through the Evangelist, 

Bro. Bowman thought some means ought to be devised to go to 
work and cease recommending. 


Bro. Fihrney made some remarks urging t hat sometli ug be 
done at once. 
Bro. J. 1). McFaden offered a resolution : 

Resolved, That tbis con sen Hon is In sympathy with the efforts 
to free Ashland College, and tbat we do onr utmost to respond to 
tbe call made for help through tbe Ev anoelist. Resolution 

parsed. 

Bro. Bowman suggested that we put solicitors In the field, a* 
the resolution to do the utmost covers fust that step, 

Bro. Shaver thought tbat to do our utmost means to go to work 
and not wait, tbat otherwise it Is faith without works. 
Bro. Copp moved tbat the pastors be appointed solicitors. 
Motion carried. 

Bro. Nlnlnger said he bad been educated to believe that it fa 
not right to support tbe minister, but upon looking Into the matter 
he concluded that if a minister gives his time to the gospel be 
should be supported. He read Irom Acts : "Look out from among 
you," etc., "I have showed you all things, ,: etc., and other text* 
bearing upon the subject, He regarded it not only as a privilege 
but as a duty to minister unto them of our carnal things, lie felt 
easy to talk on tbe subject because he bad no axe to grind ; he did 
not expect to be supported, but expected to help to support others. 
He thought tbe minister should be highly esteemed fur his work's 
sake. 

Bro. McFaden thought it rather a delicate matter tor the minis. 
ters to urge the matter, but that fact makes much of tbe trouble 
on that question rest on the shoulders of the minister*. There 
are a great many members In tbe church who need edu- 
cating on tbis subject, and the minister ought to make an effort 
to educate them. The talent put into the pulpit could elsewhere 
command three times the amount of the minister's salary. 

Bro. Bowman thought it oneof tbe moat important subjects 
brought before tbe convention. That to support the minister is 
appointed of God -, that no preacher ha* a right to preach alone 
for money ; and that there are more objections against an uue up- 
ported ministry than one supported. 

Bro. (tinker believed In experimental religion, aud in experience 
in other things but had had no experience in being supported. If 
there ia no support, the minister breaks down from overwork and 
tbe church goes down with him. 

Ben. John Emmert wondered whether any one else in the world 
can live as cheaply as our ministers. If we do not support the 
minister, he will win and wear all the laurels and we will deserve 
none. 

Bro. lleiij. Emmert believed in supporting ministers, in giving 
freely aud punctually, and favored laying something by each week 
for that purpose. 

Bro. Copp thought that if you want to keep a horse fat and in 
good condition to work you must feed him well, aud it you want 
a minister to do good work you must support him well. 

Bro. Shaver said the question is whether the scriptures favor 
a supported ministry. If a man desired wealth he would not en- 
ter the ministry. It !» tbe churches province to learn if tbe pas- 
tor is preaching alone for money, and if he is, he is only a hire- 
ling. He had once thought It wrong to take support, but bad bet. 
te'r light stuce. 

Bro. Mc. thought if tbe Brethren preachers are preaching for 
money they must be a hard set of men, for they preach for very 
little. 

On motion, the subject was dropped and tbe S. S. C. E. taken 
up. 

The Secretary took the floor, urging upon tbe sisters to take hold 
of the work. 
Sister Julia Sch in del felt an Interest in woman's work. 
Sister Annie Emmert thought we ought to organize at once. 
A motion was passed to that effect. 
Laura E. N. Grossniekle appointed temporary chairman. 
A committee of five was appointed to nominate officers. Tbe 
committee nominated Mi SB I .mini Grossniekle Prest., Mrs, Annie 
Emmert Vice Pres., Miss Patsy B. Cross Sec, Mrs. Katie Gear 
Ass't Sec., and Mrs. Lizzie Fahrnev Treas. 
Adopted. 

Bro. Reichard was glad that the church had taken a step in this 
direction. That when be thinks of Susan B. Anthony at the head 
of Woman's Bights, Jennie . I tine leading newspaper reporter. Mis. 
SUme as the author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin,' ' etc., be feels that 
the woman who does not go to work has not the right spirit with- 
in tier. The great right of a woman is to go down to the fallen, 
wherever found, and lift them up. Woman dare not stand still ; 
she must work. For the brethren there Is also a work. 

Bro. McFaden said that there is a practical side to the ques- 
tion : that there Is so much wrecked humauity in the city aud so 
few to lift up the fallen. He had urged upon the sisters In his 
own congregation to take hold of the work and tbey had responded 
nobly. He objected to Article VI. of tbe Constitution, and 
thought each organization should have the right *.o handle more 
than half the funds. Be believed in practical work, and he passed 
the basket, collecting $7.00. 

Bro. Bowman rejoiced that the siBters have taken hold of the 
work and urged that every sister become an active member of the 
S. S. C. E, and also urged upon the brethren that they join the 
society and go to work. 

A meeting for the S. S. C. E. was appointed for Saturday, May 
Mh, at Bro. Job. Emmert 's. 

On motion of Sec. a vote of thanks wad extended lo Bro. Mc- 
Faden for the practical part he had taken in the work. 

Ou motion of E. B. Shaver, the convention voted that the open. 
Ing address on 8. 8. C, E. be sent to the Evangelist for publica- 
tion. 

Method of receiving members 'rom other churches, next dis- 
cussed. 

Bro. Cost thought the best method of receiving members rrom 
other churches is lo ask them whether they are willing lo submit 
to the gospel and the gospel only. He cares not from what church 
they come. 

Bro. Me. believed in immersion according to the commission, 
and to point persons to the commission leads them right to trine 
Immersion. 

Bro. Shaver agreed with Bro. McFaden, but thought to say trine 
immersion at once settles tbe matter. To receive others who 
have been baptized by trine Immersion we should give them tbe 
right hand of fellowship,— the church or the minister In behalf of 
the church. 

Bro. Bowman is not in favor of re-baptism, vet he thought If be 
was dissatisfied with his baptism, he would desire to be re -bap- 
tized. - 

Bro. Shaver asked if there shouldn't be some form of receiving 
members. 

Bro. Bowman thought that as we are congregational, each 
church may receive member* from other churches as ft prefers. 

Bro, Bcnj. Emmert thought tbe brethren and sisters should re- 
ceive the applicants aud extend to them words of welcome. 
Gospel method of ordaining officers next taken up. 
Bro. Rinker stated that under tbe old law tbe officers were or- 
(Cbnotadad on MWRth paov.) 




